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NATION, 2A 


Net neutrality 
supporters 
pledge fight 
FCC overturns rules to 


protect consumers from 
Internet providers. 


BUSINESS, 6A 


Ford moving 
220 workers 
to Corktown 


Location will provide 
urban insight for electric 
and driverless vehicles. 


METRO, 4A 


Detroit police 
Santas deliver 
holiday spirit 

Sergeant Santa program 


dropped off presents to 
children in the city. 


Weather 


High 29° X Low 23° 
Snow. Forecast, 2A 
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SPORTS, 1B 


Lions’ playoff destiny 
rests on Stafford’s arm 


GUARD 


Watch ‘The Last Jedi’ 
on Michigan’s largest 
movie screen in Novi 
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| Want a SIM home? 
Detroit's the spot 


City has best year ever for high-end transactions 


Alan Brown, sitting with his Banen Aldo Torres; talks last week about his recent purchase of the 
Motown Mansion, once owned by Berry Gordy. Brown bought the house for $1.65 million. RYAN GARZA/DFP 


JC Reindl Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK “There’s for any single-family home in the city, ac- 
si cording to local agents. 

It’s usually a good year in Detroit’s real definitely And agents say that many of these 
estate market when one home sells for people $1 million-plus property buyers intend to 
$1 million or more. from live in their new Detroit home — not sim- 

Detroit is now concluding its most re- : ply flip it. 
markable sales year in decades for upscale outside This year’s mansion boom shows how 
listings: Four mansions and one pent- areas that property values in the most desirable 


house condominium within the city limits 
all sold for $1 million or more in 2017. 
Three of the sales were in the historic 


see Detroit 


neighborhoods have been rising fast amid 
the strengthened economy and growing 
perception of Detroit as a city on the re- 


as an 
Boston-Edison neighborhood, which, until .. ,, bound. Less than a decade ago, some of 
this year, had never seen a house break the opportunity.” these same mansions sold for a fraction of 
$1-million mark. The reported $2.7-million Kyle Swink, what they recently fetched. 


sale of the massive Bishop’s Mansion in 
Palmer Woods set an all-time price record 


Weir Manuel 


of Coldwell Banker 


See MANSIONS, Page 10A 


Selfies help feds bust crime ring in Michigan 


Tresa Baldas Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


They’re known as the Felony Lane Gang. 

A group of thugs who go around the country breaking 
into people’s homes and cars, looking for purses that 
women leave behind. They grab checks, credit cards, 
identification. 

Then they hit the bank drive-through, where women 
in wigs cash stolen checks while sitting in the farthest 
lanes — which have been dubbed “felony lanes” by the 


banking industry because of the scofflaws. 

For at least two years, they preyed on Michigan com- 
munities. 

Money was made. Bank tellers got played. 

But the FBI caught up to them with the help of sur- 
veillance video, Facebook, DNA evidence and selfies of 
two crew members flashing wads of cash. 

One of them was Kyle Cameron, 30, of Ft. Lauderdale, 


See FRAUD, Page 3A 
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Hudson’s 
plan: 
Swagger 
is back 


Skyscraper offers to bring 
back hope in heart of Detroit 


I’ve been to lots of ground-breakings in 
Detroit in recent years and lots of ribbon cut- 
tings, but Thursday’s event at the Hudson’s 
site felt different. 

After so many empty promises over so 
many years that Detroit was turning around, 
it finally felt Thursday that we could proclaim 
a turnaround without cross- 
ing our fingers behind our 
backs. 

It’s not just that the sky- 
scraper businessman Dan 
Gilbert and Mayor Mike Dug- 
gan broke ground on will rise 
to become the city’s tallest 
building — a significant point 
in itself. 

Rather, it was the site itself that brought 
forth a mix of pride, nostalgia and hope. De- 
troit was finally, after so many years, filling in 
a parcel that radio host Paul W. Smith, em- 
ceeing the event, called a hole in the heart of 
the city. 

On this site stood what Gilbert called De- 
troit’s “retail holy ground,” the 25-story Hud- 
son’s department store, a place that created 
memories for generations of Detroiters. Jo- 
seph Hudson, patriarch of his family, spoke at 
Thursday’s event, a nice touch that evoked 
Detroit’s heritage. 

Gilbert himself suggested the name Hud- 
son’s would attach to the new project in some 
fashion, yet to be determined. It was another 
nod to history. 

Yet the project that will rise there speaks to 
Detroit’s future. The shimmering glass and 
steel structure, crafted by SHoP architects of 
New York and Hamilton Anderson Associates 


More 
inside: 


XM Construc- 
tion officially 
begins on 
project. 6A 


See GALLAGHER, Page 10A 


Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan joins other 
dignitaries at a ground-breaking for the 
new skyscraper on the site of the former 
Hudson’s in Detroit. MANDI WRIGHT/DFP 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL 
GMC DEALER 


WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE 


ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL QUALIFIED GM EMPLOYEE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS WITH A CURRENT ELIGIBLE GM LEASE 


FIRST MONTH'S 


PER PAYMENT QUE AT 
1 SIGNING AFTER 
MONTH ALL OFFERS 


39-montH LEASE $0 DOWN PAYMENT 


No security deposit required. 


Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. At participating dealers only. 


'MUST BE A CURRENT GM LESSEE THROUGH ALLY, US BANK OR GM FINANCIAL. Payments for a 2018 Terrain SLE with an MSRP of $28,815. 39 monthly payments total $9,867. Payments may be higher in some states. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. 
GM Financial must approve lease. Take delivery by 1/2/18. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. Lessee pays for maintenance, excess wear and a disposition fee of $495 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. ©2017 General Motors. All rights 
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